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s+ | 5-77ort Sttty O 25X 1A%a

- Chief, Industriel Division, CRR

- Comment on Vital Materials Staff Study.

1. The following observations are intended for use in the
coordirated comment from the Ecoromic Area onNNEE 25X1A9%a
staff study on the Vital Haterials Repository (VMR ).

1. The suggestion thal zonsideratlion be given io the
storage of Division comtributions to ¥IE'e, KIS's, and other
support materials is strongly endorsed, Much ol m material,
agserblad on the branch and division level in ¥RA is mot
included in the published reports. These unpublished items
ropresent, Iin theory, the complete presentation on a subject.
Pabdisation, elthar as a separate repori, or a part of a
national estimate sometinmes excludes many items of value to the
working anslyst because of the particular meeds of $he publication
conmaer. This is espsclally true in the NIE program and is
partly the case in the NIS program and in other eatablished
ressarch patterns,

while it is impossible to designate the multitude of materisls
in the shove category it is possible to recormmend that the VMR
programr be zeared in with the WIE and YIS program at the
Coordinator level rather than at any higher echelon.

II, This Division sgress thai the currency of the
materlial is paramoundt in the VMR program snd recommends that
a2 V¥t function be specifically listed ag a part of the duties

of each ZRA Branch Chief,.

II1, Hard copy matarials are certairily less of &
problem for the researcher but the ircreasing size of ths MR
prograes probably dictstes the use of microfilm. If the latter
is used there should be a provision for quick reproduction aof
microfilm framos. The uze of microfiim readers is corsidersd
most unsatisfactory for any lengthy research project.
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IVe 7he use of the IFI system 1s mot adecuate alore
for this nrogram. (See I, sbove)s The possibiliity also axists
that the VMR could eventually have many different indexing
Systens with the probable saturation point of e maze of indexna,
Each system hos many good featurss bub a central master index
with approprlate erosg-refersncing must be developed.

_ Ve In addition to the reproduction equipment mentioned,
{see III. above) 1t 1s recommendsd that other mschanicsl aids
such as thermofax machires, autoestat upits, snd englnear drawing
squipment be gscurad for the VMR Center.

: Vis Parscumel briefed on the VMR prograws should include
all achelons to ab least the branch lsvel and consideration shonld
aven be given to briefing all professiomals without regard to theiw
admindatrative or research function, XNearly all of the professional
people of ERA ere working on a very high and sensitive security
levels TUnder these eircumgtances z lack of knowladge on the VMR
progiran herdly seems appropriate,

. ViI, Comment op the storage of speclal materisl is
limited to the index problem. Any index prepared should be
incorporated in a central index. (See IV, above).

2¢ The remaris listed above under the guldes set by 5t/5
mﬁa% the staff study. The maln theme of these comments is that

2 VHE program is essential, and it 1s, then adequate fimances
should be provided and added emphagis should be zivan to

publicising the program.
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